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From doing pumpouts to building the boats

Florida man's company now makes four models of task-specific sewage collection vessels

By Chuck King

In the mid-1990s Capt. Donnic
Brown noticed more and more boaters
dumping their raw rage into the
Destin, Fla,, harbor, When this practice
threatened his snorkeling business, his
resentment red v it the

“The water would have that stench
smell, and our De Harbor was get-
ring nastier and nastier with all the peo-

1.

ple on the water,” Brown said.

Florida’s Gult Coast population explo-
sion had brought thousands of new
boats to Destin Harbor. Many of the
new boaters weren't obeying the laws,
requiring boats to be at least 12 miles
offshore before they could dump waste.

Brown would cruise around the har-
bor and notice be mchor, unde-
terred by laws, heir septic valves
open, leaking sewage. He concluded

THE NEW LOOK OF VALUE

In the fastest growing segment of boating is emerging
aleader. A quality line of boats made simple to sell.
Sedona Marine has proven, in just two years, tobe a
rewarding solution for dealers wanting dependability

and convenience.

Sedona pontoon boats are designed, engineered and
built by Bennington Marine to be a price leader brand.
The efficient, well built pontoons require minimal after-
sales support. In fact, Sedona is committed to paying

“We needed to hit the entry-level market
with something we could be proud to sell our
down the perfect

customers. Sedona is han

mast boat owners were simply lazy, so
for them to

he created an e

heir tanks,

properly empiy
Brown built his first pumpout boat, s
sentially a boat with a large selfcontained
sewage tank, in 1996, He figured if he
motored up w another boat and offered
W empty its sewage into his tnks, he
would be making things so convenient
the boat owner couldn’t tum him down.
He was partially correct,

dealers their full retail labor rate to perform warranty
services. A program defined by a commitment of quality,
simplicity and uncomplicated dealer involvement.

For 2007, Sedona reveals a fresh, new look including

bold graphics and colorful seating to fit the full range of

models 19-25 feet.

partner for us. These pontoons are just what our
customers desire and Sedona stands
behind their product 1009
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Expect Great Times - call Tom Cooper at 888-906-2628
ask how you can become a Sedona pantoon dealer today!
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Brown charged a nominal fee for the
. causing many boaters to balk.
S50 Brown decided to work for tips

v, @ strategy that ultimately trned
srative husiness.

SETV

three v
6,000 gallons a week.

“When I quit charging [ started doing
more pum nd started making more
money, which is the damndest thing
I've ever seen,” Brown said,

Now he builds them

Brown's
PumpOur USA, a company based in
Florida's panhandle that builds
pumpout boats, PumpOut USA now
sells four models, ranging from 18 fect
to 27 feet, with capacities ranging from
200 o 1,000 gallons,

“1 was wrying to clean up our Destin
Harbor and everybody saw what | was

rs, he was pumping

vision  evolved  into

doing and wanted one,” Brown said of
his boats, which retail for between
335,000 1 SED,000.

Unlike other pumpout bo
retrofits of ¢
Brown s: PumpOut USA bous
manufactured solely to serve as
pumpout vessels.

“Pumpout boats are very
convenient because the
bigger boat doesn’t have
to come into the marina
and maneuver around to
empty [its] waste.”

— Brenda Leonard, manager of the
Clean Marina Program

y 40 PumpOut USA boats are in
from New Jersey to Arizoni,
“It's gres tid Jefl Quinn, opera-
tions manager at Broad Creek
Hilton Head, 5.C. “I know there was

probably a bunch of people who were
dumping where they don't belong.
We're busy all day pumping out boas
in our marina and marinas around us,”

Convenience was the main reason
Arizona’s Pleasant Harbor Marina pur-
chased a 1,000-gallon pump boat from
PumpOur USA.

Pleasant Harbor wasn't hay E
problem with boaters dumping sewage
into the lake, perhaps because boa
understood that the waters of
Pleasant feed into the state’s drinking
water supply.

Pleasant Harbor needed a pumpout
boat o relieve congestion ar its land-
based pump station, located near the
fucling dock.

“Betore this boat, we actually had
tricdd o make our own boat out of an
old pontoon boat,” sald Pleasant Har-
bor Marina general manager Steve
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Baosdas, “It was kind of a nightmare, The
new boat has been wonderful for us. 1
wish we [had] bought it sooner.”

While most modern marinas offer
sewage pumps, it is often difficult o
maneuver krger boats to the pumping
station. Bringing the pump boat to the
moored yachts strengthens the environ-
mental consciousness and makes it
more convenient for the yacht owner.

The entire pumpout process takes 10
1o 12 minutes, The pumper pulls along-
side its customer and attaches a hose w
the sewage valve, The pump boat can
draw 35 gallons of sewage per minute
out of a target boat.

When the pumpout boat is finished
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making its rounds, it anaches o the
main sewage line and empties its tank
into the city's dispaos rem.,

“My number one rule — don't get it
on you,” said Brown, who says he's
never spilled or leaked sewage into the
water during a transfer.

Federal funding

Pumpout boats got a huge hoost in
popularity when environmental agen-
cies began helping marinas pay for the
vessels,

Under provisions of the National
Clean Vessel Act, marinas can be reim-
bursed up to 75 percent of the cost of
the boat, The federal contribution is de-

rermined by the environmental needs
of the area the marina serves, not the fi-
mancial needs of a part

“They are catching on,
Leonard, manager of the Clean Marina
Program and the Clean Vessel Act Pro-
gram in Florida. “Do they work? Yes.
They worked very well. The pumpout
boats have put a new edge to the Na-
tional Clean Vessel Program.™

Along with PumpOutlUSA boats,
pumpout boats manufactured by Ma-
rine Boat Builders, Bay Sales Marine and
Gowen Marine also gualify for Clean
Vessel Act reimbursement,

“Pumpout boats are very convenient
because the bigger boat doesn’t have o

come into the marina and mancuver
around o empty |its] waste,” Leonard
saiel, "I they are already in geting gas,
they can be pumped out, 10"

Brown says Destin's s are im-
measurably cleaner now that boaters
are using the pump boar service. And
he's busier than ever,

Brown sold his bustling snorkeling
boat service a few years ago to concen-
trate his efforts on PumpOut USA.

“IU's been a great project and people
are just now realizing how important it is
1o keep our waters clean,” Brown said.
“I've had people il me they didn’t want
one. Now, a few years later, they tell me
they can't believe they didn’t have one.”
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Rh & Lh Rotation
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All-around Performance
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